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Vessel Repair 

410. As used in this article, the following definitions apply: 
(a) “Customer” means any person who requests a repairperson to do work on a

vessel which is in the possession of that person. 
(b) “Repairperson” means any person engaged in the business of repairing vessels. 
(c) “Vessel” means any vessel which is subject to registration with the Department

of Motor Vehicles and which is manufactured or used for noncommercial purposes or
is leased, rented, or chartered to another for noncommercial use. 

(Added Ch. 305, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.) 
411. This article applies only to work done on a vessel with an estimated cost of

one hundred dollars ($100) or more. 
(Added Ch. 305, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.) 
412. Notwithstanding Section 502, a repairperson has no lien on a vessel under

this article for compensation for services rendered to the vessel, unless the
repairperson has complied with this article. 

(Added Ch. 305, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.) 
413. No repairperson shall commence work for compensation without specific

authorization from the customer or his or her agent in accordance with all of the
following requirements: 

(a) The repairperson shall give to the customer either of the following: 
(1) A written estimated price for labor and parts for a specific job. 
(2) A written estimate of the maximum cost for a specific job which does not

differentiate between labor and parts, but which shall not be exceeded by the actual
cost of the job, including labor and parts. 

No work shall be done or parts supplied in excess of, or different from, the original
written estimate without the separate oral or written consent of the customer. If the
consent is oral, the repairperson shall make a notation on the work order and on the
invoice of the date, time, name of person authorizing the additional work or change in
work, and the telephone number called, if any, together with a specification of the
additional parts and labor and the total additional cost. 

(b) If it is necessary to disassemble a vessel or its component in order to prepare a
written estimated price for required work, the repairperson shall first give the
customer a written estimated price for the disassembly and reassembly. The estimate
shall also include the cost of parts and necessary labor to replace items such as
gaskets, seals, and O rings that are normally destroyed by disassembling the
component. If the disassembling might prevent the restoration of the component to its
former condition, the repairperson shall write that information on the work order
containing the estimate before the work order is signed by the customer. 

The repairperson shall inform the customer orally, and conspicuously in writing on
the work order, of the maximum time it will take the repairperson to reassemble the
vessel or its component if the customer elects not to proceed with the work. The
repairperson shall not charge the customer for more time than the specified maximum
time if the customer elects not to proceed with the work. 

After the disassembling has been performed, the repairperson shall prepare a
written estimated price for labor and parts necessary for the requested work. Before
performing the requested work, the repairperson shall obtain the customer’s
authorization to either perform the work or to reassemble the vessel or its components. 

(c) When the customer is unable to deliver the vessel to the repairperson during
business hours, and the customer has requested the repairperson to take possession of
the vessel for the purpose of performing work on the vessel or estimating the cost of
the work, the repairperson shall not undertake work on the vessel for compensation
unless the repairperson has done all of the following: 

(1) The repairperson has prepared a work order stating the written estimated price
for labor and parts necessary to perform the work. 

(2) By telephone or otherwise, the customer has been given all of the information on
the work order, and the customer has approved the work order. 

(3) The customer has given oral or written authorization to the repairperson to
make the repairs pursuant to the work order. 

If the authorization is oral, the repairperson shall make, on both the work order and
the invoice, a notation of the name of the customer, the date, the time, and the
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telephone number called, if any. 
(Added Ch. 305, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.) 
414. Any repairperson who gives an original estimate in good faith, shall not be

obligated to complete a job within the quoted or written estimated price if additional,
unforeseen work is necessary to complete the job and the customer refuses to consent
to payment for the cost of that additional work. 

(Added Ch. 305, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.) 
415. All work done by a repairperson, including all warranty work, shall be

recorded on an invoice and shall describe all work done and parts supplied. 
Work and parts shall be listed separately on the invoice, which shall also state

separately the subtotal prices for work and for parts, not including sales tax, and shall
state separately the sales tax, if any, applicable to each. 

If any used, rebuilt, or reconditioned parts are supplied, the invoice shall clearly
state that fact. If a part of a component system is composed of new and used, rebuilt,
or reconditioned parts, the invoice shall clearly state that fact. 

One copy of the invoice shall be given to the customer and one copy shall be retained
by the repairperson. 

(Added Ch. 305, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.) 
416. The invoice shall show the repairperson’s business name and address. 
If the repairperson’s telephone number is on the invoice, it shall be the telephone

number that appears in any advertisement or on an advertising sign, and shall be the
same number as that listed for the repairperson’s firm name and address in the
telephone directory, or on the telephone company records if the number is assigned to
the repairperson subsequent to the publication of the telephone directory. 

(Added Ch. 305, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.) 
417. Notwithstanding Section 413, upon authorization from the customer as to a

specific job, a repairperson may work on a vessel on a time and materials basis. 
(Added Ch. 305, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.) 
418. (a) This article does not apply to a vessel in distress which is in need of

immediate work critical to its preservation and safety, for which consent cannot
expeditiously be obtained. 

(b) This section does not include any situation or accident caused to the vessel by
the negligence or conduct of the repairperson or the repairperson’s agent. 

(Added Ch. 305, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.) 

Possessory Liens on Vessels 
500. This article shall be known and may be cited as the “Boaters Lien Law” 
(Added Ch. 941, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.) 
501. As used in this article: 
(a) “Department” means the Department of Motor Vehicles or any successor agency

thereto which registers vehicles. 
(b) “Mail” means first-class mail, postage prepaid, unless registered mail is

specified. Registered mail includes certified mail. 
(c) “Services” means the making of repairs or performing labor upon or to, and the

furnishing of supplies or materials for, any vessel or any trailer used in connection
with a vessel. 

(d) “Storage” means the safekeeping, mooring, berthage, wharfage, or anchorage of
a vessel and the providing of parking space for any trailer used in connection with the
vessel. 

(e) “Vessel” means every description of watercraft, other than a seaplane on the
water or a floating home, used or capable of being used as a means of transportation
on the water and required to be registered, excluding any vessel which has a valid
marine document issued by the United States or any agency thereof. For the purposes
of this article, “vessel” includes any trailer used in connection with the vessel which is
in the possession of the lienholder at the time the lien arises. 

(Added Ch. 941, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.) 
501.3. The time a notice or statement is given or sent, unless otherwise expressly

provided, means the time a written notice to a person is deposited in the United States
mails; or the time any other written notice is personally delivered to the recipient. 

(Added Ch. 941, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.) 
501.5. The possessory vessel lien procedures described by the provisions of this

article shall supersede any local ordinance and shall provide the exclusive means of
enforcing these liens. Nothing in this article shall be construed as affecting any
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maritime lien cognizable under any federal law. 
(Added Ch. 941, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.) 
502. (a) Except as provided in Article 1.5 (commencing with Section 410) of

Chapter 1 of Division 3, every person has a lien dependent upon possession of the
vessel for the compensation to which he or she is legally entitled for services rendered
to or storage of any vessel subject to registration with the Department of Motor
Vehicles. The lien shall arise at the time a written statement of lien is sent to the
registered owner of the vessel which specifies the charges for services or storage
rendered and states that the vessel is subject to sale pursuant to the California
Boater’s Lien Law. 

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), no lien provided by this section for storage or
service provided upon the request of any person other than the legal owner as shown
on the registration certificate of the vessel shall be valid against the interest of the
legal owner to the extent that the lien exceeds one thousand five hundred dollars
($1,500) unless the person performing the storage or service obtains the consent of the
legal owner to the amount of the excess. The legal owner may limit his or her consent
to a specified dollar amount or period of time. The lien claimant shall give actual notice
in writing, prior to exceeding that amount, either by personal service or by registered
mail to the legal and registered owner or owners as named and at the addresses as
shown on the registration certificate, on a standard form provided by the department,
containing a description of the storage or services, or both, a description and
registration number of the vessel, the name of the registered owner or owners, the
dollar amount or rate of the charges for the storage or services, and a statement in
boldface type that, with respect to storage charges, consent of the legal owner shall be
presumed unless the legal owner notifies the lien claimant within 15 days of receipt of
the request for consent that he or she declines to consent to the storage. The lien
claimant shall notify the legal owner as shown on the registration certificate of the
vessel, by certified mail, that the vessel is subject to sale pursuant to the California
Boater’s Lien Law and that the lien claimed exceeds one thousand five hundred dollars
($1,500). 

(c) Notwithstanding subdivision (b), any claim for the cost of services may exceed
the estimate given therefor by an amount not in excess of 10 percent thereof and the
lien of the lien claimant shall be valid against the legal owner to the full amount of
such excess to the same extent as would be a lien for the original estimate. 

(d) With respect to claims for storage charges, a legal owner shall be presumed to
consent to storage charges if he or she fails to respond to the request for consent set
forth in subdivision (b) within 15 days after receipt thereof, such response to be
addressed to the lien claimant at the address stated in the request for consent. In
addition, consent in all cases is presumed for the 30-day period immediately following
the giving of the request for consent notice. 

(e) The legal owner may, upon declining consent, remove the vessel from the lien
claimant only upon satisfying the lien of the lien claimant. 

(f) Any lien arising under this section shall be extinguished, and no lien sale shall
be conducted unless, 60 days after the lien arises, the lienholder does either of the
following: 

(1) Applies to the department for an authorization to conduct a lien sale. 
(2) Files an action on the claim in court. 
(g) Nothing in this section shall impair any rights or remedies which are otherwise

available to the lien claimant against the registered owner under any other provisions
of law. 

(Amended Ch. 745, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988.) 
503. (a) A lienholder shall apply to the department for the issuance of an

authorization to conduct a lien sale pursuant to the provisions of this section for any
vessel with a value determined to be over one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500).
A fee shall be charged by the department and may be recovered by the lienholder if a
lien sale is conducted or if the vessel is redeemed. The application shall be executed
under penalty of perjury and shall include all of the following information:

(1) A description of the vessel, including make, hull identification number, and state
of registration, to the extent available.

(2) The names and addresses of the registered and legal owners of the vessel, if
ascertainable from the registration certificate within the vessel, and the name and
address of any person whom the lienholder knows or reasonably should know claims a
proprietary interest n the vessel.

(3) A statement of the amount of the lien and the facts which give rise to the lien.
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The statement shall include, as a separate item, an estimate of any additional storage
costs accruing pending the lien sale.

(b) Upon receipt of an application made pursuant to subdivision (a), the department
shall within 15 days thereafter do the following:

(1) Notify the vessel registry agency of a foreign state of the pending lien sale, if the
vessel bears indicia of registration in that state.

(2) By mail, send a notice, a copy of the application, and a return envelope
preaddressed to the department to the registered and legal owners at their addresses
of record with the department, and to any other person whose name and address is
listed in the application.

(3) A vessel registration stop order or title transfer stop order shall be applied by the
department at the time the lien claimant requests authorization to conduct the sale.

(4) Notify the applicant of any outstanding property tax lien on the vessel of which
the department has been notified pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 3205 of the
Revenue and Taxation Code. The notice required by this paragraph shall identify the
county in which any outstanding lien is held.

(c) The notice required pursuant to subdivision (b) shall include all of the following
statements:

(1) An application has been made with the department for authorization to conduct
a lien sale and the department has placed a vessel registration stop order or title
transfer stop order on the vessel. 

(2) Each person to whom notice is sent pursuant to subdivision (b) is entitled to a
hearing in court if that person so desires.

(3) If a hearing in court is desired, a declaration of opposition, signed under penalty
of perjury, is required to be signed and returned to the department within 15 days of
the date that the notice required pursuant to subdivision (b) was mailed.

(4) If the declaration of opposition is signed and returned to the department, the
lienholder will be allowed to sell the vessel only if he or she obtains a court judgment
or a subsequent release from the declarant. 

(5) If a court action is filed, the declarant will be served by mail with legal process
in the court proceedings at the address shown on the declaration of opposition and may
appear to contest the claim.

(6) The person may be liable for court costs if a judgment is entered in favor of the
lienholder.

(d) If the department receives the declaration of opposition in the time provided, the
department shall notify the lienholder within 16 days of the receipt of the declaration
of opposition that a lien sale shall not be conducted unless the lienholder files an action
in court within 60 days of the notice. A lien sale of the vessel shall not be conducted
unless judgment is subsequently entered in favor of the lienholder or the declarant
subsequently releases his or her interest in the vessel.

(e) Service of legal process on the declarant, with return receipt requested signed by
the declarant or an authorized agent of the declarant at the address shown on the
declaration of opposition, shall be effective. Return of a declaration of opposition shall
constitute consent by the declarant to service of legal process for the desired court
hearing upon him or her in the foregoing manner. Notwithstanding subdivision (d) of
Section 415.3 of the Code of Civil Procedure, if the lienholder has attempted service
upon declarant by that method at the address shown on the declaration of opposition
and the mail has been returned unclaimed, the department shall promptly authorize
the sale.

(f) Upon receipt of authorization to conduct the lien sale, the lienholder shall do all
of the following:

(1) At least 10 days, but not more than 30 days, prior to the lien sale, not counting
the day of the sale, give notice of the sale by advertising once in a newspaper of general
circulation published in the county in which the vessel is located. If there is no
newspaper published in the county, notice shall be given by posting a notice of sale
form in three of the most public places in the area in which the vessel is located and at
the place where the vessel is to be sold for 10 consecutive days prior to and including
the day of the sale.

(2) Send a notice of pending lien sale 20 days prior to the sale, but not counting the
day of sale, by mail with return receipt requested, to each of the following:

(A) The registered and legal owners of the vessel, if registered in this state.
(B) All persons known to have an interest in the vessel.
(C) The department.
(g) Upon receipt of the notice, the department shall mark its records and thereafter
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notify any person having a proprietary interest in the vessel that there is a pending
lien sale and that title will not be transferred until the lien is satisfied or released.

(h) All notices required by this section, including the notice forms prescribed by the
department, shall specify the make, hull identification number, and state of
registration, if available, and the specific date, exact time, and place of sale.

(Amended Ch. 940, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
504. (a) For vessels with a value determined to be one thousand five hundred

dollars ($1,500) or less, the department shall promptly furnish the lienholder with the
names and addresses of the registered and legal owners of record. 

(b) The lienholder shall, immediately upon receipt of the names and addresses, send
by mail, with return receipt requested, a completed notice of pending lien sale form, a
blank declaration of opposition form, and a return envelope preaddressed to the
department, to the registered owner and legal owner at their addresses of record with
the department, to any other person known to have a proprietary interest in the vessel,
and to the department. 

(c) Upon receipt of the notice, the department shall mark its records and thereafter
notify any person having a proprietary interest in the vessel that there is a pending
lien sale and that title will not be transferred until the lien is satisfied or released. 

(d) All notices shall be signed under penalty of perjury and shall include all of the
following information and statements: 

(1) A description of the vessel, including make, identification number, and state of
registration, to the extent available. 

(2) The specific date, exact time, and place of sale, which shall be set not less then
35 days, but not more than 60 days, from the date of mailing. 

(3) The names and addresses of the registered and legal owners of the vessel and
any other person known to have an interest in the vessel. 

(4) All of the following statements: 
(A) The amount of the lien and the facts which give rise to the lien. The statement

shall include, as a separate item, an estimate of any additional storage costs accruing
pending the lien sale. 

(B) The person has a right to a hearing in court. 
(C) If a court hearing is desired, a declaration of opposition signed under penalty of

perjury is required to be signed and returned to the department within 15 days of the
date the notice of pending lien sale was mailed. 

(D) If the declaration of opposition is signed and returned, the lienholder will be
allowed to sell the vessel only if he or she obtains a court judgment or if he or she
obtains a subsequent release from the declarant. 

(E) If a court action is filed, the declarant will be served by mail with legal process
in the court proceedings at the address shown on the declaration of opposition and may
appear to contest the claim. 

(F) The person may be liable for court costs if a judgment is entered in favor of the
lienholder. 

(e) If the department receives the completed declaration of opposition within the
time provided, the department shall notify the lienholder within 16 days that a lien
sale shall not be conducted unless the lienholder files an action in court within 20 days
of the notice and judgment is subsequently entered in favor of the lienholder or the
declarant subsequently releases his interest in the vessel. 

(f) Service on the declarant by mail with return receipt requested, signed by the
declarant or an authorized agent of the declarant at the address shown on the
declaration of opposition, shall be effective. Return of a declaration of opposition shall
constitute consent by the declarant to service of legal process for the desired court
hearing upon him or her in the foregoing manner. If the lienholder has attempted
service upon the declarant by that method at the address shown on the declaration of
opposition and the mail has been returned unclaimed, the lienholder may proceed with
the sale. 

(Added Ch. 941, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.) 
505. (a) A registered or legal owner of a vessel may release any interest in the

vessel after the lien has arisen. The release shall be dated when signed and a copy
shall be given at the time the release is signed to the person releasing the interest. 

(b) The release shall be in at least 12-point type and shall contain all of the following
information in simple, nontechnical language: 

(1) A description of the vessel, including the make, the identification number, and
the state of registration, to the extent available. 

(2) The names and addresses of the registered and legal owners of record with the
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department, to the extent available. 
(3) A statement of the amount of the lien and the facts which give rise to the lien. 
(4) A statement that the person releasing the interest understands that (i) he or she

has a legal right to a hearing in court prior to any sale of the vessel to satisfy the lien
and (ii) he or she is giving up the right to appear to contest the claim of the lienholder. 

(5) A statement that (i) the person releasing the interest gives up any interest he or
she may have in the vessel and (ii) he or she is giving the lienholder permission to sell
the vessel. 

(c) The release required by this section shall be filed with the department in
connection with any transfer of interest in a vessel following a lien sale. 

(Added Ch. 941, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.) 
505.5. (a) Whenever the lien upon any vessel is lost by reason of the loss of

possession through trick, fraud, or device, the repossession of the vessel by the former
lienholder claimant revives the lien but any lien so revived is subordinate to any right,
title, or interest of any person under any sale, transfer, encumbrance, lien, or other
interest acquired or secured in good faith and for value between the time of the loss of
possession and the time of repossession. 

(b) It is a misdemeanor for any person to obtain possession of any vessel or any part
thereof subject to a lien pursuant to the provisions of this chapter by trick, fraud, or
device. 

(c) It is a misdemeanor for any person claiming a lien on a vessel to knowingly
violate any provisions of this article. 

(Added Ch. 941, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.) 
506. No lien sale shall be undertaken pursuant to Section 503 or 504 unless the

vessel has been available for inspection at a location easily accessible to the public for
at least one hour before the sale and is at the place of sale at the time and date
specified on the notice of sale. Sealed bids shall not be accepted. The lienholder shall
conduct the sale in a commercially reasonable manner. 

(Added Ch. 941, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.) 
506.5. Within 10 days after the sale of any vessel pursuant to the provisions of

Section 503 or 504, the legal or registered owner may redeem the vessel upon the
payment of the amount of the lien, all costs and expenses of the lien, together with
interest on that sum at the legal rate from the due date thereof until the repayment.
If the vessel is not redeemed, all lien sale documents required by the department to
effect transfer of title shall then be completed and delivered to the buyer. 

(Added Ch. 941, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.) 
507. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), at the time a lienholder applies to

the department to conduct a sale under Section 504, the lienholder shall submit with
the application a declaration by a licensed yacht and ship broker of the fair market
value of the described vessel at a specific date within 30 days of that submission. The
opinion need not be based upon a marine survey, but shall be based on a physical
inspection of the vessel. No cause of action shall lie against the declarant on account
of the opinion given. 

(b) The declaration specified in subdivision (a) is not required if a public agency
removes an abandoned vessel, or arranges, by contract, for the removal of the vessel,
from a highway or from public or private property. 

(1) For lien sale purposes, the public agency which removed the vessel, or arranged
for the removal, shall determine if the estimated value of the vessel that has been
ordered removed or stored is one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) or less. 

(2) If the public agency fails or refuses to determine the estimated value of the
vessel within three days after the date of removal of the vessel, the lienholder or the
lienholder’s agent shall determine, under penalty of perjury, if the estimated value of
the vessel that has been ordered removed or stored is one thousand five hundred
dollars ($1,500) or less. 

(Amended Ch. 310, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.) 
507.5. The proceeds of a vessel lien sale shall be disposed of as follows: 
(a) The amount necessary to discharge the lien and the actual cost of selling the

vessel shall be paid to the lienholder. Actual cost of sale shall include any fees charged
by the department, publication fees, postage and service of notices, whether incurred
as a result of a sale or redemption by the registered or legal owner without a sale. The
actual cost of sale shall not exceed one hundred dollars ($100) for a vessel without a
trailer and one hundred twenty-five dollars ($125) for a vessel with a trailer, exclusive
of the charges of the department. 
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(b) The balance, if any, shall be forwarded to the department within 15 days of any
sale. Within 30 days thereafter, the department shall send notice of the receipt of the
funds, if the amount thereof exceeds ten dollars ($10), to the legal and registered
owners at the most current addresses shown in the department’s records. 

(c) Any person claiming an interest in the vessel may file a claim with the
department for any portion of the funds forwarded to the department pursuant to
subdivision (b). Upon determination of the department that the claimant is entitled to
a portion of those funds, the department shall pay any entitled amount which does not
exceed the balance of the funds remaining on deposit with the department that pertain
to the vessel. The department shall not honor any claim unless the claim has been filed
within three years of the date the funds were received. At the end of each fiscal year
the department shall deposit in the Harbors and Watercraft Revolving Fund all funds
held by it for which no claim was filed within the three-year period. 

(Added Ch. 941, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.) 
508. Any lien provided for in this article for repairs, labor, supplies, or materials,

or for storage or safekeeping of a vessel may be assigned by written instrument
accompanied by delivery of possession of the vessel subject to the lien, and the assignee
may exercise the rights of a lienholder as provided in this article. Any lienholder
assigning a lien as authorized in this section shall at the time of assigning the lien give
written notice of the assignment either by personal delivery of by certified mail, to the
registered and legal owners of the vessel, indicating the name and address of the
person to whom the lien is assigned. 

(Added Ch. 941, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.) 
508.5. All forms required pursuant to this article shall be prescribed by the

department. Language used in the notices and declarations shall be simple and
nontechnical. 

(Added Ch. 941, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.) 
509. No lien shall attach to any personal property in or on the vessel except that

which is carried on the vessel for lifesaving, safety, mooring, and operating purposes.
Personal property not subject to lien shall be given to the registered owner or the
owner’s authorized agent upon demand. 

(Added Ch. 941, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.) 
651.5. The Department of Motor Vehicles shall provide every person who

originally registers, or who acquires the ownership certificate of, a vessel required to
be numbered pursuant to Division 3.5 (commencing with Section 9840) of the Vehicle
Code with a copy of guidelines for safe vessel operation prepared by the Department
of Boating and Waterways. 

(Amended Ch. 216, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.) 
654.5. Any person who maliciously throws, hurls, or projects any object by manual,

mechanical, or other means at a vessel or any occupant of a vessel on any of the waters
within or bordering on this state, which act does not constitute a violation of either
Section 242 or 594 of the Penal Code, is guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon first
conviction the punishment shall be a fine not to exceed one hundred dollars ($100) or
imprisonment in the county jail not to exceed 30 days, or both that fine and
imprisonment. Upon a second or subsequent conviction, the punishment shall be a fine
of not to exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250) or imprisonment in the county jail not
to exceed 60 days, or both that fine and imprisonment. 

(Amended Ch. 160, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.) 
655. (a) No person shall use any vessel or manipulate water skis, an aquaplane,

or a similar device in a reckless or negligent manner so as to endanger the life, limb,
or property of any person. The department shall adopt regulations for the use of
vessels, water skis, aquaplanes, or similar devices in a manner that will minimize the
danger to life, limb, or property consistent with reasonable use of the equipment for
the purpose for which it was designed.

(b) No person shall operate any vessel or manipulate water skis, an aquaplane, or a
similar device while under the influence of an alcoholic beverage, any drug, or the
combined influence of an alcoholic beverage and any drug.

(c) No person shall operate any recreational vessel or manipulate any water skis,
aquaplane, or similar device if the person has an alcohol concentration of 0.08 percent
or more in his or her blood.

(d) No person shall operate any vessel other than a recreational vessel if the person
has an alcohol concentration of 0.04 percent or more in his or her blood.

(e) No person shall operate any vessel, or manipulate water skis, an aquaplane, or
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a similar device who is addicted to the use of any drug. This subdivision does not apply
to a person who is participating in a narcotic treatment program approved pursuant
to Article 3 (commencing with Section 11875) of Chapter 1 of Part 3 of Division 10.5 of
the Health and Safety Code.

(f) No person shall operate any vessel or manipulate water skis, an aquaplane, or a
similar device while under the influence of an alcoholic beverage, any drug, or under
the combined influence of an alcoholic beverage and any drug, and while so operating,
do any act forbidden by law, or neglect any duty imposed by law in the use of the vessel,
water skis, aquaplane, or similar device, which act or neglect proximately causes
bodily injury to any person other than himself or herself.

(g) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, information, verbal or otherwise,
which is obtained from a commissioned, warrant, or petty officer of the United States
Coast Guard who directly observed the offense may be used as the sole basis for
establishing the necessary reasonable cause for a peace officer of this state to make an
arrest pursuant to the United States Constitution, the California Constitution, and
Section 836 of the Penal Code for violations of subdivisions (b), (c), (d), and (e) of this
section.

(h) In any prosecution under subdivision (c), it is a rebuttable presumption that the
person had 0.08 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood at the time
of operation of a recreational vessel if the person had an alcohol concentration of 0.08
percent or more in his or her blood at the time of the performance of a chemical test
within three hours after the operation.

(i) In any prosecution under subdivision (d), it is a rebuttable presumption that the
person had 0.04 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood at the time
of operation of a vessel other than a recreational vessel if the person had an alcohol
concentration of 0.04 percent or more in his or her blood at the time of the performance
of a chemical test within three hours after the operation.

(j) Upon the trial of any criminal action, or preliminary proceeding in a criminal
action, arising out of acts alleged to have been committed by any person who was
operating a vessel or manipulating water skis, an aquaplane, or a similar device while
under the influence of an alcoholic beverage in violation of subdivision (b) or (f), the
amount of alcohol in the person’s blood at the time of the test, as shown by a chemical
test of that person’s blood, breath, or urine, shall give rise to the following
presumptions affecting the burden of proof:

(1) If there was at that time less than 0.05 percent, by weight, of alcohol in the
person’s blood, it shall be presumed that the person was not under the influence of an
alcoholic beverage at the time of the alleged offense.

(2) If there was at that time 0.05 percent or more, but less than 0.08 percent, by
weight, of alcohol in the person’s blood, that fact shall not give rise to any presumption
that the person was or was not under the influence of an alcoholic beverage, but the
fact may be considered with other competent evidence in determining whether the
person was under the influence of an alcoholic beverage at the time of the alleged
offense.

(3) If there was at that time 0.08 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in the
person’s blood, it shall be presumed that the person was under the influence of an
alcoholic beverage at the time of the alleged offense.

(k) This section does not limit the introduction of any other competent evidence
bearing upon the question whether the person ingested any alcoholic beverage or was
under the influence of an alcoholic beverage at the time of the alleged offense.

(l) This section applies to foreign vessels using waters subject to state jurisdiction.
(Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 23, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.)
655.6. (a) It is an infraction for a person under the age of 21 years who has 0.01

percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood to operate any motorized
vessel or manipulate water skis, an aquaplane, or a similar device.

(b) A person may be found to be in violation of subdivision (a) if the person was, at
the time of operating any motorized vessel or manipulating water skis, an aquaplane,
or a similar device, under the age of 21 years and under the influence of, or affected
by, an alcoholic beverage regardless of whether a chemical test was made to determine
that person’s blood-alcohol concentration and if the trier of fact finds that the person
had consumed an alcoholic beverage and was operating any motorized vessel or
manipulating water skis, an aquaplane, or a similar device while having a
concentration of 0.01 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood.

(c) Section 655.1 applies to violations of this section.
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(d) A violation of this section is punishable by a fine not exceeding one hundred
dollars ($100). A second violation occurring within one year of a prior violation which
resulted in a conviction is punishable by a fine not exceeding two hundred dollars
($200). A third or any subsequent conviction within a period of one year of two or more
prior infractions which resulted in convictions is punishable by a fine not exceeding
two hundred fifty dollars ($250). A person found to have committed a violation of this
section shall be required to participate in an alcohol education or community service
program as provided in Section 23502 of the Vehicle Code.

(Amended Sec. 1.2, Ch. 118, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999. Operative
July 1, 1999.)

656. (a) It is the duty of the operator of a vessel involved in a collision, accident, or
other casualty, so far as the operator can do so without serious danger to his or her own
vessel, crew, and passengers, to render to other persons affected by the collision,
accident, or other casualty such assistance as may be practicable and as may be
necessary in order to save them from, or minimize any, danger caused by the collision,
accident, or other casualty. 

(b) Any person who complies with subdivision (a) or Section 656.1, 656.2, or 656.3
or who gratuitously and in good faith renders assistance at the scene of a vessel
collision, accident, or other casualty without objection by any person assisted, shall not
be held liable for any civil damages sought as a result of the rendering of assistance or
for any act or omission in providing or arranging salvage, towage, medical treatment,
or other assistance, where the assisting person has acted as an ordinary, reasonably
prudent person would have acted under the same or similar circumstances. 

(c) (1) An individual employee of a public entity engaged in rescue pursuant to this
code shall not be a proper party defendant and shall be dismissed on motion, unless
the employee has violated a statute other than a statute creating a general obligation
to rescue or is guilty of oppression, fraud, malice, or the conscious disregard of the
safety of others. 

(2) The public entity employing such an individual shall be liable in civil damages
where the individual employee has failed to act as a reasonably prudent person would
have acted under the same or similar circumstances. 

(3) Where a public entity has given a reasonable printed, electronic, or verbal
warning of the danger causing the distress which created the necessity for the rescue,
and there has been a reasonable opportunity for the party in distress to receive the
warning, the public entity shall be liable only for acts or omissions of its employee
which were taken in a grossly negligent manner. 

(d) The owner, operator, or other person on board a vessel involved in a casualty or
accident shall report the casualty or accident in accordance with regulations adopted
by the department. The department shall adopt regulations to maintain a uniform
casualty and accident reporting system for vessels subject to this code in conformity
with federal casualty and accident reporting regulations promulgated by the United
States Coast Guard or any successor thereto. Consistent with Public Law 92-75 and
the federal regulations contained in Part 173 of Title 33 of the Code of Federal
Regulations, a peace officer or harbor policeman, upon receiving an initial report of a
casualty involving the death or disappearance of a person as a result of a boating
accident, shall immediately forward the report, by quickest means available, to the
department. 

(e) Neither the report required by this section nor any action taken by the
department with regard to the report shall be referred to in any way, or be any
evidence of negligence or due care of any party, at the trial of any action at law to
recover damages. 

(f) All required accident reports, and supplemental reports, shall be without
prejudice to the individual so reporting and shall be for the confidential use of the
department and any peace officer actually engaged in the enforcement of this chapter,
except that the department shall disclose the names and addresses of persons involved
in, or witnesses to, an accident, the registration numbers and descriptions of vessels
involved, and the date, time, and location of an accident to any person who may have
a proper interest therein, including the operators involved or the legal guardian
thereof, the parent of a minor operator, the authorized representative of an operator,
or any person injured therein and the owners of vessels or property damaged thereby. 

(g) This section applies to foreign vessels, military or public recreational-type
vessels, vessels owned by a state or subdivision thereof, and ship’s lifeboats otherwise
exempted from this chapter pursuant to Section 650.1. 

(Amended Ch. 877, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.) 
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656.1. The operator of any vessel involved in an accident in the waters of this state
who knows or has reason to know that the accident resulted in damage to other
property shall, if reasonable to do so under the circumstances, stop at the scene of the
accident and shall do either of the following: 

(a) Locate and notify the owner or person in charge of the damaged property of the
name and address of the operator and owner of the vessel involved, and upon locating
the owner or operator of any other vessel involved, or the owner or person in charge of
any other property damaged, upon being requested, exhibit the vessel registration and
furnish the current residence address of the vessel’s owner and operator to the other
person. 

(b) If the owner or person in charge of the damaged property or the owner or
operator of any other vessel involved cannot be located, leave, in a conspicuous place
on the property damaged or other vessel involved, a written notice giving the name
and address of the operator and of the owner of the vessel involved and a statement of
the circumstances of the accident, and, without unnecessary delay, notify the law
enforcement agency having jurisdiction over the waterway or, if unknown, the sheriff
of the county in which the accident occurred. 

(Added Ch. 877, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.) 
656.2. In addition to the requirements of Section 656.1, the operator of any vessel

involved in an accident in the waters of this state who knows or has reason to know
that the accident resulted in injury to any person shall furnish his or her name,
address, and the registration number of the vessel, and the name of the owner, to the
person injured, or occupant of any other vessel involved, or shall furnish that
information to any peace officer at the scene of the accident, and shall render to any
injured person reasonable assistance, including transportation for medical treatment
if required or requested by the injured person, so far as the operator can do so without
serious danger to the vessel or passengers. 

(Added Ch. 877, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.) 
656.3. In addition to the requirements of Sections 656.1 and 656.2, the operator of

any vessel involved in an accident in the waters of this state who knows or has reason
to know that the accident resulted in the death or disappearance of any person shall,
after fulfilling the requirements of this division, and if there is no peace officer at the
scene of the accident to whom to furnish the information required by Section 656.2,
without delay, report the accident to the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction
over the waterway or, if unknown, the sheriff of the county in which the accident
occurred. 

(Added Ch. 877, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.) 
658.3. (a) No person shall operate a motorboat, sailboat, or vessel that is 26 feet

or less in length, unless every person on board who is 11 years of age or less is wearing
a type I, II, III, or V Coast Guard-approved personal flotation device while that
motorboat, sailboat, or vessel is underway.

(b) Subdivision (a) does not apply to a person operating a sailboat on which a person
who is 11 years of age or less is restrained by a harness tethered to the vessel, or to a
person operating a vessel on which a person who is 11 years of age or less is in an
enclosed cabin.

(c) Any person on board a personal watercraft or any person being towed behind a
vessel on water skis, an aquaplane, or similar device, except for any underwater
maneuvering device intended for use by a submerged swimmer, shall wear a
type I, II, III, or V Coast Guard-approved personal flotation device. An underwater
maneuvering device is any towed or self-powered apparatus that a person can
pilot through diving, turning, and surfacing maneuvers that is designed for
underwater use.

(1) This subdivision does not apply to a person aboard a personal watercraft or a
person being towed behind a vessel on water skis, if that person is a performer engaged
in a professional exhibition, or preparing to participate or participating in an official
regatta, marine parade, tournament, or exhibition.

(2) In lieu of wearing a Coast Guard-approved personal flotation device of a type
described in this subdivision, any person engaged in slalom skiing on a marked course
or any person engaged in barefoot, jump, or trick waterskiing may elect to wear a
wetsuit designed for the activity and labeled by the manufacturer as a water ski
wetsuit. A Coast Guard-approved personal flotation device of a type described in this
subdivision shall be carried in the tow vessel for each skier electing to wear a water
ski wetsuit pursuant to this paragraph.
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(d) The requirements set forth in subdivisions (a) and (c) do not apply to a
person operating a motorboat, sailboat, or vessel if the operator is reacting to an
emergency rescue situation.

(e) The following definitions govern the construction of this section:
(1) “Enclosed cabin” means a space on board a vessel that is surrounded by

bulkheads and covered by a roof.
(2) “Operate a motorboat, sailboat, or vessel” means to be in control or in charge of

a motorboat, sailboat, or vessel while it is underway.
(3) “Underway” means all times except when the motorboat, sailboat, or vessel is

anchored, moored, or aground.
(f) A violation of this section is an infraction punishable as provided in subdivision

(a) of Section 668.
(Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 383, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.)
658.5. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), no person under 16 years of age

shall operate a vessel powered by a motor of greater than 15 horsepower, except for a
vessel that does not exceed 30 feet in length and is designed to use wind as its principal
source of propulsion, or a dinghy used directly between a moored vessel and the
shoreline or between a moored vessel and another moored vessel.

(b) Except as provided in subdivision (a), no person 12, 13, 14, or 15 years of age
shall operate a vessel powered by a motor of greater than 15 horsepower, or a vessel
that exceeds 30 feet in length and is designed to use wind as its principal source of
propulsion, unless the person is accompanied in the vessel by a person who is at least
18 years of age and who is attentive and supervising the operation of the vessel.

(c) Subdivisions (a) and (b) do not apply to any of the following:
(1) A person who operates a vessel as a performer in a professional exhibition.
(2) A person engaged in an organized regatta, vessel race, or water ski race.
(3) A person engaged in a marine event authorized pursuant to Section 268.
(d) Any person who violates this section, and any person who permits any other

person under 16 years of age to operate a vessel in violation of this section, is guilty of
an infraction.

(Repealed Sec. 1, and added Sec. 2, Ch. 747, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.)
663.1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a peace officer may, without a

warrant, arrest a person who is involved in an accident in the waters of this state
involving a vessel when the officer has reasonable cause to believe that the person had
been operating the vessel while under the influence of an alcoholic beverage or any
drug, or under the combined influence of an alcoholic beverage and any drug. 

(Added Ch. 877, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.) 
668. (a) Any person who violates subdivision (c) of Section 652, Section 654,

654.05, 654.06, 655.7, 658.3, 659, 673, 674, or 754, or any regulations adopted
pursuant thereto, or any regulation adopted pursuant to Section 655.3 relating to
vessel equipment requirements, is guilty of an infraction, punishable by a fine of not
more than two hundred fifty dollars ($250).

(b) (1) Any person who violates Section 655.2, or any regulation adopted pursuant
thereto, or, except as provided in subdivision (a), any regulation adopted pursuant to
Section 655.3, is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of not more
than one hundred dollars ($100) or imprisonment in the county jail for not more than
five days, or by both that fine and imprisonment, for each violation.

(2) Any person who violates subdivision (a) or (b) of Section 658 is guilty of a
misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of not more than two hundred dollars
($200) for each violation.

(3) Any person who violates subdivision (d) of Section 652, Section 652.5,
subdivision (a) of Section 655, Section 655.05, 656, or 656.1, subdivision (d) or (e) of
Section 658, Section 663.6 or 665, or any rules and regulations adopted pursuant to
subdivision (b) or (c) of Section 660, is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished
by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) or imprisonment in the county
jail for not more than six months, or by both that fine and imprisonment, for each
violation.

(c) (1) Any person convicted of a violation of Section 656.2 or 656.3 shall be
punished by a fine of not less than one thousand dollars ($1,000) or more than ten
thousand dollars ($10,000), or by imprisonment in the state prison or in the county jail
for not more than one year, or by both that fine and imprisonment.

(2) In imposing the minimum fine required by this subdivision, the court shall take
into consideration the defendant’s ability to pay the fine and, in the interest of justice
for reasons stated in the record, may reduce the amount of that minimum fine to less
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than the amount otherwise required by this subdivision.
(d) Any person convicted of a violation of Section 658.5 shall be punished by a fine

of not more than one hundred dollars ($100).
(e) Any person convicted of a first violation of subdivision (b), (c), (d), or (e) of Section

655, or of a violation of Section 655.4, shall be punished by a fine of not more than one
thousand dollars ($1,000) or imprisonment in the county jail for not more than six
months, or by both that fine and imprisonment. If probation is granted, the court, as
a condition of probation, may require the person to participate in, and successfully
complete, an alcohol or drug education, training, or treatment program, in addition to
imposing any penalties required by this code. In order to enable all persons to
participate in licensed programs, every person referred to a program licensed
pursuant to Section 11836 of the Health and Safety Code shall pay that program’s
costs commensurate with that person’s ability to pay as determined by Section 11837.4
of the Health and Safety Code.

(f) Any person convicted of a second or subsequent violation of subdivision (b), (c),
(d), or (e) of Section 655 within seven years of the first conviction of any of those
subdivisions or subdivision (f) of Section 655, or any person convicted of a violation of
subdivision (b), (c), (d), or (e) of Section 655 within seven years of a separate conviction
of Section 191.5 or subdivision (c) of Section 192.5 of the Penal Code, when the
separate conviction resulted from the operation of a vessel, or a separate conviction of
Section 23152 or 23153 of the Vehicle Code or of Section 191.5 or paragraph (3) of
subdivision (c) of Section 192 of the Penal Code, when the separate conviction resulted
from the operation of a motor vehicle, shall be punished by a fine of not more than one
thousand dollars ($1,000) or imprisonment in the county jail for not more than one
year, or by both that fine and imprisonment. If probation is granted, the court, as a
condition of probation, may require the person to do either of the following, if available
in the county of the person’s residence or employment:

(1) Participate, for at least 18 months subsequent to the underlying conviction and
in a manner satisfactory to the court, in a program licensed pursuant to Chapter 9
(commencing with Section 11836) of Part 2 of Division 10.5 of the Health and Safety
Code, as designated by the court. In order to enable all required persons to participate,
each person shall pay the program costs commensurate with the person’s ability to pay
as determined pursuant to Section 11837.4 of the Health and Safety Code.

(2) Participate, for at least 30 months subsequent to the underlying conviction and
in a manner satisfactory to the court, in a program licensed pursuant to Chapter 9
(commencing with Section 11836) of Part 2 of Division 10.5 of the Health and Safety
Code. A person ordered to treatment pursuant to this paragraph shall apply to the
court or to a board of review, as designated by the court, at the conclusion of the
program to obtain the court’s order of satisfaction. Only upon the granting of that
order of satisfaction by the court may the program issue its certificate of successful
completion. A failure to obtain an order of satisfaction at the conclusion of the program
is a violation of probation. In order to enable all required persons to participate, each
person shall pay the program costs commensurate with the person’s ability to pay as
determined pursuant to Section 11837.4 of the Health and Safety Code. No condition
of probation required pursuant to this paragraph is a basis for reducing any other
probation requirement.

(g) Any person convicted of a violation of subdivision (f) of Section 655 shall be
punished by imprisonment in the state prison, or in the county jail for not less than 90
days or more than one year, and by a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars
($250) or more than five thousand dollars ($5,000). If probation is granted, the court,
as a condition of probation, may require the person to participate in, and successfully
complete, a program licensed pursuant to Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 11836)
of Part 2 of Division 10.5 of the Health and Safety Code, if available in the person’s
county of residence or employment, as designated by the court. In order to enable all
required persons to participate, each person shall pay the program costs
commensurate with the person’s ability to pay as determined pursuant to Section
11837.4 of the Health and Safety Code.

(h) (1) If any person is convicted of a violation of subdivision (f) of Section 655
within seven years of a separate conviction of a violation of subdivision (b), (c), (d), or
(e) of Section 655 and is granted probation, the court shall impose as a condition of
probation that the person be confined in the county jail for not less than five days or
more than one year and pay a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) or
more than five thousand dollars ($5,000).
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(2) If any person is convicted of a violation of subdivision (f) of Section 655 within
seven years of a separate conviction of a violation of subdivision (f) of Section 655, of
Section 191.5 or subdivision (c) of Section 192.5 of the Penal Code, when the prior
conviction resulted from the operation of a vessel, or Section 23152 or 23153 of the
Vehicle Code or Section 191.5 or paragraph (3) of subdivision (c) of Section 192 of the
Penal Code, when the separate conviction resulted from the operation of a motor
vehicle, and is granted probation, the court shall impose as a condition of probation
that the person be confined in the county jail for not less than 90 days or more than
one year, and pay a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) or more than
five thousand dollars ($5,000), and the court, as a condition of probation, may order
that the person participate in a manner satisfactory to the court, in a program licensed
pursuant to Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 11836) of Part 2 of Division 10.5 of
the Health and Safety Code, if available in the county of the person’s residence or
employment. In order to enable all required persons to participate, each person shall
pay the program costs commensurate with the person’s ability to pay as determined
pursuant to Section 11837.4 of the Health and Safety Code.

(i) The court shall not absolve a person who is convicted of a violation of subdivision
(f) of Section 655 within seven years of a separate conviction of a violation of
subdivision (b), (c), (d), (e), or (f) of Section 655, of Section 191.5 or subdivision (c) of
Section 192.5 of the Penal Code, when the separate conviction resulted from the
operation of a vessel, or Section 23152 or 23153 of the Vehicle Code or Section 191.5 or
paragraph (3) of subdivision (c) of Section 192 of the Penal Code, when the separate
conviction resulted from the operation of a motor vehicle, from the minimum time in
confinement provided in this section and a fine of at least two hundred fifty dollars
($250), except as provided in subdivision (h).

(j) Except in unusual cases where the interests of justice demand an exception, the
court shall not strike a separate conviction of an offense under subdivision (b), (c), (d),
(e), or (f) of Section 655 or of Section 191.5 or subdivision (c) of Section 192.5 of the
Penal Code, when the prior conviction resulted from the operation of a vessel, or
Section 23152 or 23153 of the Vehicle Code or Section 191.5 or paragraph (3) of
subdivision (c) of Section 192 of the Penal Code, when the separate conviction resulted
from the operation of a motor vehicle, for purposes of sentencing in order to avoid
imposing, as part of the sentence or as a term of probation, the minimum time in
confinement and the minimum fine, as provided in this section. When a separate
conviction is stricken by the court for purposes of sentencing, the court shall specify
the reason or reasons for the striking order. On appeal by the people from an order
striking a separate conviction, it shall be conclusively presumed that the order was
made only for the reasons specified in the order, and the order shall be reversed if there
is no substantial basis in the record for any of those reasons. .

(k) A person who flees the scene of the crime after committing a violation of Section
191.5, paragraph (1) or (3) of subdivision (c) of Section 192, or subdivision (a) or (c) of
Section 192.5 of the Penal Code shall be subject to subdivision (c) of Section 20001 of
the Vehicle Code.

(Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 500, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.)
668.1. (a) Any person convicted of a violation of subdivision (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), or

(f) of Section 655, or of Section 655.2, 655.6, 655.7, 658, or 658.5, or of Section 191.5 of
the Penal Code, or of the federal rules of the road and pilot rules, not including
equipment requirements, incorporated by reference in Section 6600.1 of Title
14 of the California Code of Regulations, or found by a court to have
performed any of the acts described in Section 6697 of Title 14 of the
California Code of Regulations, pertaining to a mechanically propelled vessel but
not to manipulating any water skis, an aquaplane, or similar device, when the
conviction resulted from the operation of a vessel, shall be ordered by the court to
complete and pass a boating safety course approved by the department pursuant to
Section 668.3.

(b) Any person who has been ordered by the court to complete and pass a boating
safety course pursuant to this section shall submit to the court proof of completion and
passage of the course within seven months of the time of his or her conviction. The
proof shall be in a form that has been approved by the department and that provides
for the ability to submit the form to the court through the United States Postal Service.
If the person who has been required to complete and pass a boating safety course is
under 18 years of age, the court may require that the person obtain parental consent
to enroll in the course. If the person does not complete and pass the boating safety
course, the court may extend the period for completion or impose another penalty as
prescribed by statute.
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(c) The department shall adopt regulations to carry out this section, including
approval of boating safety education courses, as specified in Section 668.3, prescribing
the forms for proof of completion and passage, approval of testing to indicate
appropriate mastery of the course subject matter, and setting forth any fees to be
charged to course participants, which fees shall not exceed the expenses associated
with providing the course.

(Amended Sec. 3, Ch. 383, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.)
710. The definitions of “broker” and “salesperson,” as set forth in Section 701, do

not include the following:
(a) A person who directly performs any act subject to this article with reference to a

yacht owned by that person or, in the case of a corporation which, through its regular
officers receiving no special compensation therefor, performs any act subject to this
article with reference to the corporation’s yacht.

(b) Services rendered by an attorney at law in performing duties as an attorney at
law.

(c) Any receiver, trustee in bankruptcy, or other person acting under the order of any
court.

(d) Any transaction involving the sale of property subject to foreclosure of a security
interest in a yacht which is conducted only by the holder of the security interest or by
a person licensed pursuant to Chapter 11 (commencing with Section 7500) of Division
3 of the Business and Professions Code when liquidating repossessed collateral
pursuant to the written request of the holder of the security interest.

(e) Any transaction involving the sale, lease, or rental of a yacht in excess of 300
gross tons or tenders thereof sold at the same time.

(f) Any transaction involving the sale, lease, or rental of a new yacht or ship.
(g) Any transaction in the regular course of business by a wholesale motor vehicle

auction subject to regulation by the Department of Motor Vehicles.
(Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 526, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.)

Storage of Vessels 
754. (a) Every keeper of a storage facility shall keep a written record of every

vessel subject to registration with the Department of Motor Vehicles which is stored
therein for compensation for a period longer than 12 hours. 

(b) The record shall contain the name and address of the person storing the same
and a brief description of the vessel including its builder and builder’s hull number. 

(c) All records shall be open to inspection by any peace officer. 
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